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UM Publications and Media Relations
A Montanan in his 20s who has punched cows on the family ranch and an 
Austrian in his 60s who has sung in the ooera houses of two continents may have 
little in common, but they can communicate with each other very well.
RocL Perkins of Bynum learned that lesson, among others, from Otto Edelmann 
of Vienna.
Perkins, son of Mrs. and Mrs. Earl Perkins, Bynum, was one of the 28 members 
of the University of Montana Chamber Chorale who studied with Edelmann during 
their recent 10-week stay in Europe. They were among 40 students headquartered 
in Vienna spring quarter as participants in UM foreign study programs in music 
and German.
Perkins calls his association with Ecelnann, "a lovable and fascinating man 
whose love for music was contagious," a highlight of a trip filled with memorable 
moments.
Edelmann and his German wife, who spoke English without a trace of an accent,
olied the musicians from Montana with toast and cheese and wine with strawberries 
and regaled them wish stories of Otto's operatic career. He had given one of his 
first performances as a singer with Richard Strauss in Vienna. He later sang with 
the Metropolitan Opera Company in New York for 18 years. Among the closest of his 
American friends were Jack Dempsey and Ge*'e Tunney.
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UN I . ERSAL LANGUAGE--add one
The chorale, conducted by Donald Carey of the UM music faculty, performed 
on Austrian National Radio and gave concerts, formal and informal, in recital 
halls and churches and on street corners in cities and villages from Vienna to
Verice.
.•-'her. the chorale sang the Schubert Mass in G Major in the composer's church 
in Linz, the 77-year-old church organist took an interest in "the American cowboy" 
anc showed him such church treasures as the hand-written manuscript of the Schubert 
B-minor Mass.
After their formal study program ended in June, many of the students traveled 
around Europe on their own. Perkins was joined by his parents and his grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Perkins, for a tour of several countries.
Perkins reports that the manager of their hotel in Liechtenstein claimed to 
be Ilympic champion skiier Rosi Mittermaier's personal mushroom picker.
;ne Perkinses were met in Paris by chorale conductor Carey, who had booked them at 
a small hotel on the Place Pigalle on the edge of Montmarte. The hotel was respectable 
but its location in an unsavory district was viewed with trepidation by Perkins' 
grandfather, who refused to eat anywhere in the neighborhood but McDonald's. It 
turned cut that his apprehension was not misplaced, for he was relieved of S2,000 
in travelers checks by a pickpocket. Fortunately, he carried the right brand, so 
he recouped his loss.
Perkins returns to classes on the UM campus this fail to complete a bachelor 
of "usic education degree, which he expects to receive in June 1981.
^he 1977 graduate of Choteau High School says the UM Chamber Chorale plays a 
P;: role in his life. The young baritone says singing with the group takes time, 
disc.pl*ie and hard work, but the rewards more than compensate for the demands.
• orxigh his association with the chorale, he has discovered Montana as well 
as distant lands. The choral group is a part of a team of UM administrators, 
faculty and students that travels around the state presenting programs about the 




Perkins' discoveries at home and abroad have made his college career mighty 
interesting so far. Right now he can't imagine an experience that would top the 
Vienna trip, but life is never dull for the young man from Bynum. Who knows what 
his senior year will bring?
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